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PRESENTED AT THE LARGEST DAF YOMI SHIUR IN HISTORY

10:00 - Siyum Hashas by Ira Zlotowitz in memory of his father
Kaddish by HaRav Nosson Scherman Shlita, General Editor of ArtScroll

10:10 - Daf Yomi Shiur on ‘a2 97 m212 given by Sruly Bornstein,
followed by Divrei Bracha by HaRav Moshe Yosef Scheinerman Shiita,
Mara D'Asra of Kollel Bnei Yeshivos
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MEP'EIMASALI CHAPTER ONE BERACHOS

Chapter One

Mis ﬁnaﬁ There is a Biblical obligation to recite the Shema twice daily: once when we lie down at night and
once when we arise in the morning, as the verse states: 711921 722w, when you lie down and when
you arise (Deuteronomy 6:7; see Chapter Introduction). This obligation is not tied, however, to the moment that the
individual goes to sleep or gets up. Rather, it relates to the time when it is customary for people to engage in these
activities, whether the individual in question does so or not.™ The following Mishnah delineates the time period in
which the evening Shema may be said:?!
1737V3 yRw nx 171p ' ke — From when may we fulfill the obligation to recite®® the Shema in the evenings?
1nR1na 512K o031 DAY nywn — From the time that Kohanim who were famei may enter to eat' their

2a'

terumah; i.e. at nightfall.®
watch;
may be recited until midnight.
recited until the light of dawn rises.”
The Mishnah recounts an incident:

MNWRIT TMWRT 910 1Y — And one may recite the Shema until the end of the first
A1y"Hx 1317 1127 — these are the words of R’ Eliezer.®
Tnix X912 127 — Rabban Gamliel says:

nixm Ty 0MRix omam — But the Sages say: It
A Ty Yy 1y — It may be

TRWRT N1an 112 1821 1wyn — It once happened that [Rabban Gamliel’s] sons came home after midnight from

a banquet.®
Shema; may we recite it now?

15 1nx — They said to [Rabban Gamliel]:
o "nx — He said to them:

ynw nx wmp X5 — We have not yet recited the
ninp% onx Pann Anwa Ty oy &5 ox — If the

light of dawn has not yet risen you are obligated to recite the Shema.

NOTES

1. Sifrei (cited by Rashi to this verse) gives the Scriptural basis for this
understanding of the requirement. This point will be elaborated further
in the Mishnah and Gemara on 10b, 11a.

2. As noted in the introduction to this chapter, the Shema consists of
three Scriptural passages. Shaagas Aryeh (§8 and §9) argues, however,
that the disputes that follow in the Mishnah and Gemara concerning the
earliest and latest times for Shema pertain specifically to the first two of
these passages, not the third. This is because the obligation to recite the
third passage does not derive from the verse 3n1p21 723w, when you lie
down and when you arise, but from an entirely separate obligation to
remember the Exodus each day and night (see Mishnah below, 12b).
Thus, the times for its recital depend simply on night and day and not
on the times of lying down and arising. See, however, the opinion of
Rabbeinu Yonah cited at the end of note 5 below.

3. Literally: to read or call out. Though the word x71p most commonly
means read, this cannot be its meaning here, since there is no obligation
to read the Shema from a scroll or book and one may recite it by heart
(see Orach Chaim 49:1, Tosafos, Temurah 14b an>aw oa77177). Thus, its
meaning here is to “say out loud” (Tiferes Yisrael §1). [Indeed, Shulchan
Aruch (Orach Chaim 61:26) cites a custom to say the Shema out loud.]
Others suggest that in Mishnaic Hebrew the verb o read is used idiomat-
ically for the recitation of anything that is written, whether it is actually
read or recited by heart (Tos. Anshei Shem to the Mishnah, who cites a
Mishnah in Yoma 68b as an example of this).

4. [The expression 919x% 10103, enter to eat, is not used uniquely for

terumah but is a general idiom for returning home to eat (see Baraisos
cited on 2b).]

5. Terumah is the portion of the crop of Eretz Yisrael that must be given
to a Kohen. It may be eaten only by Kohanim who are tahor. A Kohen
who becomes tamei is forbidden to eat terumah until he immerses himself
in a mikveh on the designated day and then awaits nightfall (Negaim
14:3; Yevamos 74b), i.e. 013131 nXY, when the stars come out, as the
Gemara will state below. [The Gemara will explain why the Mishnah
gives the time for reciting the evening Shema in terms of when Kohanim
may resume eating terumah and not simply by saying ‘“when the stars
come out.”’]

The word 723w3, when you lie down, teaches that the earliest time one
may recite the evening Shema is when people go to sleep. Accordingly,
one cannot fulfill the evening obligation before the stars come out, since
that is not yet a time for sleeping (Rashi).

[Rashi notes that it was the custom to recite the Shema as part of
Maariv prayers in the synagogue, even though the congregation prayed
before the stars came out. But, Rashi asks, what is the purpose of saying
the Shema at this time if one cannot fulfill his obligation with that
recital!? Rashi, citing Yerushalmi, answers that although one does not
fulfill his obligation with that recital, it is the custom to say the Shema
anyway so that our supplications (in the Shemoneh Esrei) should follow
upon the reading of a Torah passage. Accordingly, those who pray before
the stars appear have an obligation to repeat the Shema once the stars

come out. Nevertheless, since one need only repeat the first portion of
the Shema to fulfill his Biblical obligation (the Shema passage itself; see
Chapter Introduction), one discharges his obligation in any case with the
Shema that is customarily recited in bed before going to sleep (Rashi).

Tosafos ('nmxn 1) challenge Rashi’s view on a number of grounds.
As a result, Rabbeinu Tam concludes that the custom of praying Maariv
before nightfall does not follow the view of our Mishnah, but rather the
view of R’ Yehudah, who rules in the Mishnah on 26a that Minchah can
be said only up to an hour and a quarter before nightfall (a period known
as plag haminchah). It follows, Rabbeinu Tam says, that once this
moment has passed, one can pray the Maariv service — including the
Shema — even though it is still before nightfall.

Rashi’s view, however, is widely shared. It is the view of Rav Amram
Gaon and Rav Hai Gaon (cited in Rosh ), as well as of Rif, Rambam (Krias
Shema 1:9), Rabbeinu Yonah, Rashba and others. Shulchan Aruch (Orach
Chaim 235:1) rules in accord with Rashi’s view. However, Rashi’s asser-
tion that one who says the Shema before the stars come out need only
repeat the first section is not universally accepted; Rabbeinu Yonah rules
that the first two sections need to be repeated. Mishnah Berurah (235:11,
citing Shaagas Aryeh §2 and §3) states that it is proper for a person to
recite all three sections of the Shema (see also Magen Avraham there).]

6. The night is divided into three “watches’; thus, the “first watch” is
the first third of the night (Rashi, from Gemara 3a).

R’ Eliezer understands the word q20w3a, when you lie down, to refer to
the time when people go to sleep. He therefore rules that one may fulfill
his obligation to recite the Shema only during the first third of the night
(Rashi here and to 3a =1y"5x 1 1x5 177), for by the end of that period
anyone who plans on going to sleep for the night has already done so
(Rashi 4a ny"5x M3 v b ).

7. There is a dispute among the Poskim as to whether this refers to the
very first rays of dawn that appear on the eastern horizon (Magen Avra-
ham 89:3), or to the spread of light across the entire eastern horizon
[which occurs a bit later] (Eliyah Rabbah there; see further in Mishnah
Berurah 89:3 and Beur Halachah oxi 1 there). [In practical terms niy
Anwn is considered to occur 72 minutes before sunrise (Rambam’s
Commentary to this Mishnah). Others maintain that it is 90 minutes
before sunrise (see Rashi 2b m1pm 1 and Magen Avraham 89:2).]

Rabban Gamliel defines the term 323w3, when you lie down, to mean
the entire time that people sleep, not necessarily when they go to sleep.
Accordingly, the time for reciting the evening Shema extends through
the entire night (Rashi). The Sages also agree with this definition;
nevertheless, they limit the allotted time to midnight to insure that
people will not fall asleep and forget to say the Shema (Gemara 4b and
9a). See further, end of note 11.

8. Literally: house of drinking. Rambam (Commentary to this Mishnah)
states that this phrase refers to any gathering in which drinking wine
figures prominently. Tos. Yom Tov, in his commentary to Eruvin 8:1,
states that wherever the term nnwni n» is used, it refers to a wedding.
(See Beis Yosef to Orach Chaim 99 and Mor U’Ketziah ibid.)
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1K 7253 11 X51 — And it is not only in this case that the [Sages] said ‘‘until midnight” when according to Biblical

law the time actually extends until dawn.
said may be performed only until midnight,
extends until the light of dawn rises.

of the sacrificial fats and limbs, the time of the mitzvah extends until the light of dawn rises;"”’
1nx — and all those sacrifices that may be eaten for only one day,
mitzvah actually extends until the light of dawn rises."%
Sages say regarding these mitzvos that they may be performed only until midnight?

— In order to distance a person from sin.""

Gemara The Gemara questions the wording and order of
the Mishnah:
"Xp x371 %310 — To what is the Tanna of our Mishnah referring™
mnnwn unpT — that he asks: “FROM WHEN may we fulfill the
obligation to recite the Shema in the evening?”’ The Tanna’s
inquiry concerning the time for reciting the Shema presupposes
the existence of an obligation to recite the Shema. Where is this
obligation taught? m1 — And furthermore, Mn7T X)W 'Xn
Xy3 n17ya — why does the Tanna teach the law regarding
the Shema of the evening first? xw»a nmmwTuny — Let him
teach the law regarding the Shema of the morning first!"¥ — ? —
The Gemara answers:
"Xp K7pX Xin — The Tanna refers to the verse in the Torah that
teaches the obligation of reciting the Shema twice daily, 237
RIPRY N20wWa],, — where it is written: And you shall speak of
these [matters] ... when you lie down and when you arise.™
unp 97 — And this is what [the Mishnah] is saying: 1or
NN 1213wT yaw nxMp — When is the time for reciting the

nix¥m Ty oman Ry m 53 9% — Rather, whatever mitzvah the Sages
A Ty nbynw 1y tmiyn — the time of the mitzvah actually
Ay Ty by Ty 1nIve 012K 01250 P — Inthe case of the burning

Y m5ax37 59
AW TRy nHYw Ty 1nyn — the time of the

nixm Ty 0man 1K MY 13 ox — If so, why did the
TNRYT IR 0T PIaY 12

1nRIN2 512K 1o DAY nywn

Shema of “lying down”? X
— From the time that Kohanim who were tamei may enter to
eat their ferumah. Since the Tanna’s point of reference is the
verse that teaches the obligation to recite the Shema, and that
verse specifies the obligation first for lying down and then for
arising, the Tanna does the same."!

The Gemara suggests an alternative source for the Tanna’s
decision to discuss the evening Shema first:
NpIX N3 %) — And if you prefer, say: oy Sy inman g —
[The Tanna] learned this order from the Creation of the world,
2'n27 — where it is written: X o AP 2y, —
And there was evening and there was morning, one day." We
see from the order of Creation that the daily cycle begins with the
night and ends with the day. Therefore, the Tanna first discusses
the time for the evening Shema and then discusses the time for the
morning Shema. ")

The Gemara questions this second explanation:
wix — Ifso, i nx nowyieh oW 7730 IME NNRT R

NOTES

9. Certain parts of every animal sacrifice are burned on the Altar. These
consist primarily of its hard fats [2%m, suet] (see Leviticus 3:3-4). In the
case of an olah (burnt offering), the entire animal is burned on the Altar.
Although sacrificial offerings can only be made by day, their fats, as well
as the limbs of olah offerings, may be burned on the Altar during the
night that follows their offering, up until dawn of the next day, when
they become disqualified if they have not yet been placed on the Altar.
This is derived from the verse that states in regard to the pesach offering
(Exodus 34:25): aga% 1'9:-X5, it shall not be left overnight until morning
(Rashi; see Tzlach and Pnei Yehoshua who explain why Rashi selected
this verse over a different verse cited earlier in the Torah).

It would seem from the Mishnah’s listing of this law here that al-
though under Biblical law the fats and limbs may be burned on the Altar
all night, by Rabbinic law they must be burned before midnight. This
indeed is the view of Rambam (Maaseh HaKorbanos 4:2), Ritva here, and
Tosafos to Pesachim 120b (nx i11). Rashi, however, asserts that they
are not subject to a midnight deadline even by Rabbinic law [for nowhere
in the Talmud do we find such a limit mentioned (Teshuvos HaRashba
245)]. Indeed, the Mishnah in Megillah (20b) teaches that “‘the entire
night is valid for the reaping of the omer, and for the burning of the sac-
rificial fats and limbs.”” Accordingly, Rashi argues, we must say that our
Mishnah lists the law about burning sacrificial fats and limbs here only
to demonstrate that any mitzvah designated for the night may, Biblically
speaking, be performed until dawn. (See Meiri and Tzlach who explain
why indeed the Sages did not impose a midnight limit on burning the fats
and limbs. See further in Avi Ezri to Rambam, Hil. Krias Shema 1:9.)

10. The meat of most sacrifices is eaten (either by Kohanim or by the one
who brought the sacrifice, depending on the sacrifice). There is, however,
a time limit on how long the meat may be eaten: With some types of
offerings [e.g. the chatas (sin offering) and asham (guilt offering)] the
meat may be eaten for only one day and night (i.e. the day of the offering
and the night that follows), with others for two days [e.g. the shelamim
(peace offering)]. Rabban Gamliel states that although the Sages said
that the meat of one-day offerings may be eaten only until midnight [see
Mishnahs in Zevachim 53a, 54b, 55a], in actuality the Torah permits
them to be eaten until dawn, and it is only then that whatever remains
becomes classified as 1, leffover, and is forbidden under penalty of
kares. This is learned from what the Torah states in regard to the todah
offering: 1pa-Ty 1nn m1-KY, he shall not leave any of it until morning
(Leviticus 7:15). The rule for all other one-day offerings is derived from

the case of the todah (Rashi).

11. The Rabbis were concerned that if people were allowed to eat the meat
of sacrifices up until dawn, some might forget and eat it after dawn and
thus commit a sin punishable by kares. They therefore prohibited eating
the meat after midnight. Similarly, they required one to recite the
Shema by midnight, even though on a Biblical level it may be recited
until dawn, so that one should not procrastinate, thinking that he has
plenty of time until dawn, and thereby possibly allow the time to pass
without reciting the Shema (Rashi).

It would seem to follow from this that only the Sages are concerned for
this possibility, whereas Rabban Gamliel permits someone to wait even
in the first place [17nn3%] until shortly before dawn to recite the Shema.
This is indeed the view of Rashi (3a my">x 0185 i1), Rashba, Rosh (§9)
and Tur (Orach Chaim 235). Rabbeinu Yonah, however, disagrees and
states that even Rabban Gamliel agrees that one should recite the
Shema before midnight. See there for his explanation of the Mishnah.
See further in Orach Chaim 235:3 and in Beur Halachah there.

12. Literally: Where is the Tanna standing?

13. Just as we find with regard to the daily tamid offerings that the verse
(Exodus 29:39) lists the morning tamid before the afternoon tamid, so
too here, the Tanna should first discuss the morning Shema and then
discuss the evening Shema (Tosafos *1n5 iv7; see Tos. HaRosh and Ritva
who suggest other Scriptural sources for such an order). Such an order-
ing conforms to the daily cycle of a person’s life, whose day — and service
to Hashem — begins in the morning when he arises (Emes LeYaakov by
R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky). The Tanna, however, first discusses the
evening Shema (in our Mishnah) and only then discusses the morning
Shema (in the Mishnah on 9b).

14. Deuteronomy 6:7.

15. [Thus, the Tanna uses the word ‘“‘evenings” in this context only in a
borrowed sense, as a synonym for “‘lying down.”” Our Mishnah, however,
does not indicate any general preference on the part of the Tanna for
explaining nighttime obligations before daytime ones. (This last point
will be disputed by the Gemara’s next answer; see note 17.)]

16. Genesis 1:5.

17. Tzlach; cf. Maharsha to Tosafos xa'® 7371 & 7. [Accordingly, the
Tanna’s use of the word “‘evenings’ is meant literally, for the Tanna,
following the order of Creation, chooses to explain nighttime obligations
before daytime obligations.]

Reproduced from the Schottenstein Edition Talmud Bavli with permission of the copyright holder ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications Ltd.



MEI'EIMASAI

— then in the end of the Mishnabh, i.e. in the Mishnah below, 8!
where it states: IN THE MORNING ONE RECITES TWO BLESSINGS
BEFORE [THE SHEMA] AND ONE blessing AFTER IT, 772% 27y
XY oM nh oMY — AND IN THE EVENING ONE RECITES TWO
BLESSINGS BEFORE [THE SHEMA] AND TWO blessings AFTER IT,
Xw™M3a nnqyT anb — there too let [the Tanna) teach the law
regarding the Shema of the evening first."® — ? —

The Gemara answers:
n37yamns KN — The Tanna opens with the ruling regarding the
time for the evening Shema n™nwa un TN — and then
teaches this ruling with regard to the morning Shema,?” in
accordance with the cycle of Creation. nmwa 1xp77y — Then,
while he is still involved with the laws of morning, “m wr1p
nmeT — he explains other matters of the morning (namely, the
number of blessings said in conjunction with the Shema),
N1y Y9m wmp 1 Tm — and he then explains these matters as
they relate to the evening.

The Gemara now considers the next statement of the Mishnah:
qn mx — The master said in the Mishnah:®!  owiysnw nywn
1nna SiaxY o131 — FROM THE TIME THAT KOHANIM who were
tamei may ENTER TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH.

The Gemara asks:

»1an — Now let us see.  man "9ax Xp nx 0T — When do
Kohanim who were tamei become permitted to eat terumah after
immersing themselves in a mikveh? D1221371 Ny nywn — From
the time the stars appear in the evening.”? Accordingly,
D'22137 NXY nywn unb — let the Mishnah state explicitly that one

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS 2a’
may recite the evening Shema from the time the stars appear!
Why does the Mishnah state this time in such a roundabout way?
The Gemara answers:
1% vownp ik 238 xnbn — [The Tanna] wishes to teach us
something else in passing, namely: N2 Hax Xp N oD
— When are Kohanim who were tamei permitted to eat terumah ?
D23137 XY nywn — From the time the stars appear in the
evening. 17 ynwnp 8N — And this is what [the Tanna] means
to teachus: x23yn X5 M027 — that the atonement offering a
tamei person must bring on the day after his immersion does not
hold back a Kohen from becoming tahor in regard to terumah. >

The Gemara cites the Scriptural source for this ruling:

XunTa — Asit was taught in aBaraisa: iviwnwixgy, — The
Torah states regarding a Kohen who became tamei and immersed
himself: AND WHEN THE SUN COMES down AND the day HAS PASSED
(“‘vetaher™), thereafter he may eat from the holy foods,? from
which we learn that  mmna Hiaxbn inasyn wnw nxm — THE
SETTING OF HIS SUN following his immersion HOLDS HIM BACK
FROM EATING TERUMAH, mana Hiaxbn inasyn inqoa pxy —
BUT HIS ATONEMENT offering that he must bring the next day DOES
NOT HOLD HIM BACK FROM EATING TERUMAH.

The Gemara questions the Baraisa’s understanding of the verse:
W NN W X3Y, IRTT 'N2m — And on what basis do you
conclude that this expression, “and when the sun comes,” means
the setting of the sun, x»¥ 77V 79V), *RM — and this expres-
sion, “vetaher,” means ‘“‘the complete passing of the day,”
from which you derived that a Kohen may eat terumah even before
bringing his atonement offering?

NOTES

18. See 11a. [The Gemara speaks of all the Mishnahs of a chapter as if
they were a single Mishnah, referring to those that come later in the
chapter as X', the end of the Mishnah, and those that come earlier in
the chapter as xw™, the first part of the Mishnah.]

19. The Gemara asks this question only in response to the second answer
but not the first, because the verse regarding Creation teaches a general
rule regarding the night coming before the day. Thus, if this rule was the
Tanna’s reason for explaining the laws of the evening Shema before
those of the morning Shema, he should have followed the same rule in
explaining the laws of the blessings of Shema as well. The first answer,
however, does not assume that the Tanna spoke of the evening Shema
first because evening comes before morning in the cycle of the day, but
rather because the Shema verse itself (when you lie down and when you
arise) speaks of night before day. That reason is decisive only for the
Shema itself, not for its blessings (Tosafos 31 X i17).

20. In the Mishnah on 9b.

21. [This expression is used to quote a Tannaic statement mentioned in
the course of an earlier discussion, for the purpose of analyzing it
further. In this case, it refers back to the words of the Mishnah. This is
a very unusual usage of the term. For a discussion of this anomaly, see
Yavin Shemua (a commentary to Halichos Olam, the classic work on
Talmudic usage and rules), rule 36. See also Megadim Chadashim. ]

22. [The Gemara will cite the source for this below.] The “appearance of
the stars” [0"13197 nxy] is defined as the moment when three midsize
stars become visible in the sky. Since, however, one may mistake a large
star for a midsize one (and large stars are definitely not a sign of
nightfall), we are stringent and require three small stars as a definite
sign of nightfall (Mishnah Berurah 235:1).

23. There are certain forms of tumah for which immersion in a mikveh
does not suffice to render a person fully tahor; rather the person must
offer a set of sacrificial offerings on the day after his immersion to
complete his taharah. There are four instances of such tumah: a zav, a
zavah, a woman who has given birth, and a metzora (Mishnah, Kereisos
8b; see glossary for definitions of these terms). By identifying the time
when the evening Shema may be recited (231371 nxy, the appearance of
the stars) with the time that the Kohanim may begin eating terumah,
the Tanna teaches us that Kohanim who were tamei may eat terumah on
the night after their immersion even if they must still bring an offering
the next day [e.g. where the Kohen had been a zav or a metzora, or where

the wife of a Kohen had been a zavah or had given birth]. Although they
are not yet fully tahor before bringing their offerings, immersion in a
mikveh followed by nightfall suffices to render them tahor enough to eat
terumah. Their taharah remains incomplete only in regard to Temple
matters [e.g. eating the meat of sacrifices] (Rashi, cited in Mussaf Rashi;
the last four Rashis on this page, which appeared in the very first
printing of the Talmud [Soncino 5244 (1484)] were inadvertently deleted
in later printings; they have now been reprinted in the Mussaf Rashi
section of the Nehardea edition of the Talmud, published by Vagshall
Publishing Co., Jerusalem).

Although the Tanna does not say explicitly that he speaks of Kohanim
who must bring an atonement offering, his silence on this matter
indicates that he does, since he would otherwise have had to specify
which types of tumah he is referring to (see Rashba who elaborates this
point further).

[Actually, our Mishnah does not in any way indicate that the Kohanim
may resume eating terumah when the stars appear. What the Gemara
means is that by associating the time of the evening Shema with the time
that the Kohanim eat terumah , the Tanna makes it clear that they can
begin eating terumah at night, even though sacrifices cannot be offered
then (see Megillah 20b). The Gemara mentions the appearance of
the stars only because that is in truth the time when the Kohanim may
resume eating terumah, as a Baraisa on 2b will demonstrate (Ritva).]

24. Leviticus 22:7. The verse reads: - 52K 10xX1 "0 wpwia K21
... wpa. The simple meaning of this verse is: And when the sun has
set he shall become tahor; thereafter he may eat from the holy foods . . .
(see Ibn Ezra to verse; see also commentaries of Rambam and Rav to
Mishnah Zevachim 2:1 and Tos. Yom Tov there). The Sages, however,
expound the word 1770 to refer to the sun, and to refer to its complete
disappearance, at which point the stars come out (Rashi, cited in Mussaf
Rashi).

See Yevamos T4b where the Gemara demonstrates that the ‘“holy
foods” mentioned in this verse refers to terumah.

25.I.e. when the sun’s rays disappear completely and the stars come out;
see previous note. [Our translation of the verse above reflected the
Baraisa’s understanding of it. The Gemara will now point out that the
key words of this verse — wnwi x1, literally: and when the sun comes,
and 1), vetaher (“‘and it has passed””) — can be translated differently
and thereby yield a completely different law.]
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N1 171X nx1a kb1 — Perhaps it [the expression “when the sun
comes”’] means the coming of the light, i.e. when the sun comes
up on the morning of the following day. 1w, "Xm1 — And if
so, what does “vetaher” mean? X723 17w — It means that the
person should make himself tahor by offering his sacrifice.
Thus, the verse would be teaching that the Kohen may eat
terumah only after he offers his atonement offering. — ? —
The Gemara answers:

x5 31 72 737 "k — Rabbah bar Rav Shila said: 12 ox
Av7 X7 Rb — If so, that the verse is instructing the Kohen to
bring his offering in order to be allowed to eat terumah, let the
verse say veyitaher, in the command form."' vy, N0 —
Since the verse does not use this form, what then is the meaning
of the word ‘‘vetaher’? Nni1av — It must mean the passing
of the day. WX ™MnxTd — As people say: Xynw 27X
X1 131X — The sun has set and the day has passed.”

The Gemara offers a different version of the analysis of the
verse:
mh ymw X5 KSw 29 12 71377 X7 X327y — In the West, ie.
Eretz Yisrael,”” they did not hear this exposition of Rabbah bar
Rav Shila, xwam 7% w2 — and they therefore asked this
question: N¥T WY nxm wpwn K31, 181 — When the verse
uses this expression, “and when sun comes,” does it mean the
setting of the sun?  xn¥ 77V 'A0VY, XMW1 — And what does
“vetaher” mean? It means the passing of the day. xn%"7ix
X117 17K nx1 — Or perhaps this expression, “when the sun
comes,”” means the coming of the light on the morning of the
following day. ~1732 =R aaw),, 'xm1 — And if so what does
‘“vetaher” mean? It means that the person makes himself
tahor by bringing his offering. xpmian n% wws 1M -
Subsequently, they resolved that question from a Baraisa, as
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follows. Xnm132 unpT — Since it states in a Baraisa cited
below: ©¥22127 NXY 1275 120 — A SIGN FOR THIS MATTER [i.e.
for the time that a Kohen who was tamei may begin eating
terumah ] IS THE APPEARANCE OF THE STARS,Y  nxwa fmam ynw
N31 Wwnw — you learn from this that the verse’s expression,
“when the sun comes,” means the setting of the sun. xm
v, — And what does “vetaher” mean? Npv nav - It
means the passing of the day.

The Gemara quotes the Mishnah’s ruling and examines it:
71 qnx — The master said in the Mishnah that the time one may
begin reciting the evening Shema is: 10131 DuTaIW nYwn
1nmna 51385 — FROM THE TIME THAT KOHANIM who were famei
may ENTER TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH.

The Gemara notes a conflicting ruling in a Baraisa:
113m7 — They contrasted this ruling of our Mishnah with the
ruling of [a Baraisal: 1"37y2 ynw nxX ™I "NRIXR — FROM
WHEN MAY WE RECITE THE SHEMA IN THE EVENINGS?  nynwn
n13 1D H13x%% 0131 — FROM WHEN A POOR PERSON ENTERS TO
EAT HIS BREAD WITH SALT  inTIyD 7inn Q09 1mivy nyw 1y —
UNTIL THE TIME HE GETS UP TO TAKE LEAVE FROM HIS MEAL."!

The Gemara observes:
7PnunnK Xbs 18T X0 — The end of the Baraisa, which states
that the latest one may recite the evening Shema is when the poor
get up from their meal, certainly disputes all the opinions cited
in our Mishnah.® pnunnx xabs xpvh m K — However,
shall we say that the beginning of the Baraisa, which states that
the earliest one may recite the evening Shema is when a poor
person enters to eat his evening meal of bread, also disputes our
Mishnah, which states that the earliest one may recite the
evening Shema is when a Kohen who was tamei is permitted to
eat terumah 7"

NOTES

1. Although the word 1), vetaher, is often used to refer to the person,
in those instances its meaning cannot be mistaken. Here, however,
where it can be explained as either a command to the person to do
something or as a statement of what will happen to the day, if the verse
had intended to require an act on the part of the Kohen, it should have
used the more unambiguous form: v, veyitaher (Tosafos 15 ox T
see Iyei HaYam for another novel explanation).

2. [The Aramaic word 37X is a translation of the Hebrew word v,
both of which have the literal meaning of “purified” or “cleansed.” The
Gemara points to this common expression as support for the view that
the word 1701 in the verse is an idiomatic expression for the complete
passing of the day.]

3. In the Babylonian Talmud, Eretz Yisrael is called “the West” because
it is located to the [south]west of Babylonia (see Tosafos to Bechoros
55b x21yma xwN ).

4. The Baraisa, like our Mishnah, states that one may recite the evening
Shema from the time Kohanim who were tamei are permitted to begin
eating terumah again. The Baraisa then adds that this time is nxy
D713191, when the stars appear. This proves that a Kohen need not delay
eating terumah until bringing his atonement offering on the next day
(Rashi).

[Unlike Rabbah bar Rav Shila, who demonstrated this point from the
wording of the verse itself, the rabbis of the West prove this simply from
the tradition recorded in the Baraisa, which teaches that the Kohanim
may resume eating terumah at night. If so, the Rishonim ask, why did
they not prove it from a Mishnah in Negaim (14:3) which states this
explicitly? (Tosafos). Indeed, why did they not prove the point from our
Mishnah, which makes it clear that Kohanim who were tamei can begin
eating terumah again at night, since the Mishnah uses this time to
identify the time for reciting the evening Shema!? (Baal HaMaor; see
Maharsha). Why resort to a Baraisa to prove what can be inferred from
a Mishnah? [A Mishnah is considered a more primary text than a
Baraisa.] For this reason and others, Tosafos and other Rishonim reject
Rashi’s explanation of our Gemara and explain the Gemara’s original

question differently. In their view the Gemara never questioned
whether the Kohanim must wait until the next day before eating
terumah again. Rather, the question was only whether the Kohanim
must wait until the stars come out before eating terumah or whether
they may do so immediately after sunset. If vetaher refers to the sun,
then the verse speaks of the sun’s complete disappearance — i.e. the
appearance of the stars. If, however, vetaher refers to the person [and
means that he becomes tahor, not through any action but simply by the
passing of the day], then the phrase ‘““the coming of the sun” tells us
only that the sun has set — but not that it has completely disappeared.
Thus, the Kohanim would be permitted to eat terumah immediately
after sunset. According to this explanation, the rabbis of the West could
not have resolved the question from either our Mishnah or the one in
Negaim because although both make it clear that the Kohanim may eat
terumah in the evening, there is no indication in either one of them that
they must wait until the stars come out. This is only demonstrated by
the Baraisa cited.

Tosafos’ explanation is difficult to reconcile with the wording of the
Gemara’s question (as noted by Pnei Yehoshua). For this reason Baal
HaMaor, Rashba and Ritva favor a somewhat different reading of the
Gemara found in the works of the Geonim, according to which Tosafos’
explanation of the question fits much better. Pnei Yehoshua, however,
defends Rashi’s view and suggests an answer to Tosafos’ questions.]

5. According to the Tanna of the Baraisa, the term 323w, when you lie
down, refers to the time that people begin going to sleep [see 2a note 6]
(Rashi).

6. For this time is much earlier than even the earliest concluding time
mentioned in our Mishnah (“the end of the first watch”).

7. [The Gemara assumes at this point that] a poor person eats before
nightfall because he cannot afford a candle by which to eat his meal and
therefore eats while there is still some daylight (see Rashi). Accord-
ingly, this part of the Baraisa also disputes our Mishnah, which states
that the earliest time for reciting the evening Shema is when the
Kohanim resume eating terumah — i.e. when the stars come out.
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The Gemara answers:
X5 — No! For we can say: X1 N 111 1791 2y — The time
given in regard to a poor person and the time given in regard to
a Kohen are the same time.®

The Gemara challenges this answer:
11 — They contrasted this explanation of the Baraisa
with [the following Baraisal: nx™mp ninpb pSnnn mnpxn
Nyl Yy — FROM WHEN MAY WE BEGIN RECITING THE
SHEMAIN THE EVENING?  '27¥2 105 51355 110121 01% 13w nywn
ninawy — FROM THE TIME THAT PEOPLE ENTER TO EAT THEIR
BREAD ON SABBATH EVES;®  91xn 127 37 — these are THE
WORDS OF R’ MEIR. D™niX DMIM — BUT THE SAGES SAY:
nmna iKY pxor ouaaaw nywn — FROM THE TIME THAT

KOHANIM who were famei ARE ENTITLED TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH
again; ©'321371 NXY 1275 'O — and THE SIGN FOR THIS IS
THE APPEARANCE OF THE STARS."”  127% mxn TIRW 1D Sy ARy —
AND EVEN THOUGH THERE IS NO PROOF TO THIS MATTER (that
the day ends when the stars appear),  127% 731 — THERE IS
AN INDICATION OF THIS MATTER in the following verses: nxw
— FOR IT STATES:?  mpnmn oiym .'I;N‘;)?Z_l oWy MmN,
/magian NNy Ty nwa nibyn o2 — SO WE DID THE
WORK, WITH HALF OF THEM GRASPING THE SPEARS, FROM THE
RISING OF DAWN UNTIL THE APPEARANCE OF THE STARS.  1RiN) —
AND IT STATES further in the next verse: "pwn a9 nb-mm,,
*/aRYN DT — AND THE NIGHT WAS FOR US A WATCH AND THE DAY
[FOR] WORK.

Before explaining the challenge from this Baraisa, the Gemara
pauses to explain the last statement:
1K) 'k — What is the point of adding ““and it states further”’?
Since the first verse states that the workday lasted until the stars
came out, why does the Baraisa need to adduce a further proof
from the second verse?

The Gemara answers that the second verse is needed to rebut
the following counterargument:
X R1h Xwnw X237y an Rpn 1) — And if you will perhaps
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say that as soon as the sun sets it is considered night,
MM DWERT 31 — but they continued to [work] after
dark (i.e. after sunset) until the stars came out, and they
began working early (with the rising of dawn), before the day
actually began;®® thus, the length of their workday does not
prove when the day legally begins and ends. ynw Xn — Then
come learn the proof from the next verse, which states: -mm,,
»maxbn oivm mwn 9% uS — And the night was for us a
watch and the day [for] work, which indicates that the entire
workday period mentioned in the previous verse is considered
day.

The Gemara now explains its proof from this Baraisa that

the time that a poor person enters to eat his bread cannot be
identical to the time that a Kohen can begin eating terumah
again:
RYT KWW 10 DI U3 yT nyT Xpho xp — It was initially
assumed that the time a poor person begins his weeknight
meal and the time all people begin their Sabbath eve meal are
one and the same time.' X371 XYW 7 1791 My DIRK W)
— Now, if you say that the time given in regard to a poor
person and the time given in regard to a Kohen are the same
time, 9'Xn 127 17 oMo — then the opinion of the Sages
in the Baraisa is the same as the opinion of R’ Meir there.'¥
This cannot be, for this Baraisa cites them as opposing views!
mm yow x9x — Rather, you should learn from this that
TS XMWY T MNS Xww uy — the time stated in regard to
a poor person is a time to itself and the time stated in regard
to a Kohen is a time to itself; i.e. they are different times!
This disproves the earlier assertion that they are the same
time. — ? —

The Gemara answers:

X5 — No! X1 x7aww = 1791 1y — The time given in regard to
a poor person and the time given in regard to a Kohen are the
same time, N17 X7wW 17185 075 1121 1Y) — whereas the time
given in regard to a poor person and the time given in regard to

NOTES

8. [Literally: A poor man and a Kohen are the same measure.] Both
these times refer to om>isa nxy, the appearance of the stars
(Rashi). [Even according to this answer, the poor eat earlier than
others (see note 15), which is why the Baraisa speaks of ‘“when a poor
person enters to eat.” Nevertheless, even they do not eat before
nightfall.]

[Tosafos note an obvious problem. If the time for reciting Shema
begins when the poor enter to eat, when do the poor recite the Shema?
They cannot do it after they eat, for it is forbidden to eat the evening
meal before reciting the Shema and Shemoneh Esrei (as we will learn
on 4b; see note 4 there)! Tosafos conclude from this that the time for
reciting the Shema must actually be a few minutes before the poor
person sits down to eat, during the short time needed to ready his meal.
Indeed, Ritva maintains that this is why the Tanna uses the expression
“‘enters to eat,” rather than simply “when he eats.” It means that as
soon as he enters his home and his family begins preparing his meal, he
may recite the Shema and pray Maariv.]

9. On Friday night the evening meal begins without delay, since
everything has been prepared in advance (Rashi). Thus, the time that
people enter to eat on Friday night is somewhat earlier than the time
they eat during the week.

10. [L.e. one may know when it is time to recite the evening Shema by
looking at the sky and seeing whether the stars have come out.]

11. Rashi. Tosafos and other Rishonim, however, are of the opinion that
the verses about to be recited do prove that the night begins when the
stars come out; they merely do not prove that this is the earliest time
for Shema.

12. Nehemiah 4:15.

13. [Although the Baraisa does not speak of when the day begins, the
Gemara, in presenting the counterargument, notes that the verse cited

by the Baraisa could also be used to demonstrate the beginning of day.
The Gemara therefore phrases its counterargument in regard to both.]
Le. just as it cannot be proven from this verse that the day ends when
the stars come out, so too it cannot be proven from here that the day
begins with the rise of dawn. For we could argue that the day may
actually begin at sunrise, but the Temple workers arose early and began
working at dawn, which occurs a five-mil walk [i.e. the time it takes to
walk five mil, which is 90 minutes] before sunrise (Rashi; see Pesachim
93b; see also 2a note 7).

14. The fact that the verse calls their workday “day’ indicates that the
entire period mentioned there — from the rise of dawn until the
appearance of the stars — is considered by the Torah to be ‘“day”
(Rashi).

15. The reason people eat earlier on Sabbath eve than during the
week is because their food has already been prepared before nightfall,
as explained above (note 9). By the same token, poor people sit down to
eat even during the week earlier than ordinary people because their
meals — which consist simply of bread and salt — take little time to
prepare. [Indeed, according to the Gemara’s present assumption it is for
this reason that the Baraisa states, “When the poor man enters to eat
his bread with salt” — to indicate why the poor eat earlier (Meiri).]
Thus, it is logical to suppose that these two times are identical (Ritva;
Meirt).

16. For R’ Meir stated that the time of Shema begins when people enter
to eat on the Sabbath eve. Now, if this time is identical to when poor
people enter to eat during the week, as the Gemara now assumes, and
the time that Kohanim enter to eat terumah is also identical to the time
the poor enter to eat, then the time of Kohanim is also the same as the
time of all people on the Sabbath eve. Thus, the Sages are saying the
same thing as R’ Meir!

Reproduced from the Schottenstein Edition Talmud Bavli with permission of the copyright holder ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications Ltd.



2b? MEI'EIMASAI
all people on Sabbath eve are not the same time.!"”

The Gemara challenges this assertion from yet another
Baraisa:
NKIT NWW T 1791 1Y) — And is it so that the time given in regard
to a poor person and the time given in regard to a Kohen are the
same time? 111m71 — But they contrasted this assertion with
[the following Baraisa]: 1"27y2 ¥ynw ninp% 1omnn mpisn —
FROM WHEN MAY ONE BEGIN TO RECITE THE SHEMA IN THE
EVENINGS? Ninaw '27y3a niv wipw nywn — FROM THE TIME
THE DAY BECOMES SANCTIFIED ON SABBATH EVES;'®! 1317 327
A1y5x — these are THE WORDS OF R’ELIEZER.  0iN ywim 137 —
R’ YEHOSHUA SAYS: 1np17n3 5185 omimivn ougdaw nywn —
FROM THE TIME KOHANIM who are famei BECOME TAHOR to the
extent of being able TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH.™  1piR 718n 1217
— R’MEIR SAID:  [n»17n3a SiaxY phaiv oumanw nywn — FROM
THE TIME KOHANIM who are famei IMMERSE THEMSELVES to be
able TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH that night.'?")

R’ Yehudah interjects with a question to R’ Meir:
T 127 15 MK — R YEHUDAH SAID TO [R’ MEIR]: D2 Xbm
2v921v 0i1 0¥ TIYan — BUT KOHANIM must IMMERSE THEMSELVES
WHILE IT IS STILL DAY, when people do not yet go to sleep! How
then can one fulfill his obligation to recite the evening Shema at
that time?@!

The Baraisa continues citing other opinions:
qPIN K37 127 — R’ CHANINA SAID:  inn x5 vioy nyw nywn
nYna — FROM THE TIME A POOR PERSON ENTERS TO EAT HIS
evening meal of BREAD WITH SALT.  NAX 121 b TIRN] INAN 127
TRIN — R’ ACHAL AND SOME SAY, R’ ACHA SAID: ™13 217W nywn
20779 10131 DX — FROM THE TIME MOST PEOPLE ENTER TO
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RECLINE, i.e. to eat their evening meal.?

The Gemara now concludes its question:
NIT X7WW T 17701 1y 0K X1 — Now if you say that the time
stated in regard to a poor person and the time stated in regard to
a Kohen are the same time, ywim 37 177 X 137 — then
the opinion of R’ Chanina, who states the time in terms of a poor
person, is the same as the opinion of R’ Yehoshua, who states the
time in terms of a Kohen!

The Gemara therefore concludes:
MM yuw 1XY 9% — Rather, is it not that you learn from this
that =5 pa97 x7wen MRb nyT XYW — the time stated in
regard to a poor person is a time to itself and the time stated in
regard to a Kohen is a time to itself, i.e. the two times are
different? m1m ynw — Indeed, learn from this that the two
times are different.

Having established that the time of a poor person and the time
of a Kohen are not the same, the Gemara now inquires:
amixn 3 11 — Which one of these two times is the later
time?

The Gemara answers:
amNRn YT Xanvn — It is logical to say that the time of the
poor person is the later of the two times.  ©7pM MyT nYRN N7
— For if you say that the time of the poor person is the earlier
time, it would follow that =1yhx 27 M3 X 21 — the
opinion of R’ Chanina in this last Baraisa (“the time a poor
person enters to eat his bread with salt”) is the same as the
opinion of R’ Eliezer (“‘the time the day becomes sanctified on the
Sabbath eve”).23  amNg 1yT M yRw IR Xox — Rather, is it
not that you learn from this that the time of the poor person is

NOTES

17. Summary to this point: There are three times listed in these last
two Baraisos for the beginning of the evening Shema period: (a) When
poor people enter to eat during the week; (b) when all people enter to
eat on the Sabbath eve; (c) when Kohanim who were famei may enter to
eat terumah, which is when the stars come out. According to the
Gemara’s current understanding, times “a” and ‘¢’ are identical — i.e.
poor people enter to eat during the week at the same time that
Kohanim enter to eat terumah (when the stars come out). Thus, the
anonymous Tanna of the first Baraisa (‘“when a poor man enters to
eat”’) agrees with the Tanna of our Mishnah (“when Kohanim enter to
eat terumah’). Their view is disputed only by R’ Meir (in the second
Baraisa) who states that the time begins earlier, when people enter to
eat the Sabbath eve meal. See chart.

THE EARLIEST TIME FOR THE EVENING SHEMA

Mishnah: When the Kohanim enter to eat their terumah.

Baraisa 1: When a poor man enters to eat his bread with salt.

Baraisa 2: R’ Meir — When all people enter to eat on Sabbath eve.
Sages — When Kohanim are entitled to eat their terumah.

18. Le. at nwnwi 173, bein hashemashos, the twilight period preceding
nightfall. Since the legal status of bein hashemashos as day or night is
uncertain, one must begin observing the Sabbath on Friday evening at
that time (Rashi). Thus, one may begin reciting the evening Shema at
this time (every night of the week).

[Exactly when bein hashemashos begins is the subject of a number of
disputes. A Baraisa cited in Shabbos 34b records a Tannaic dispute.
According to R’ Yehudah (whose view is accepted as halachah), bein
hashemashos begins at sunset. His view is disputed by R’ Yose (whose
view will be quoted by the Gemara below). There is also a well-known
dispute among the Rishonim as to what R’ Yehudah means by
“sunset.” In the view of the Geonim (Rav Sherira Gaon and Rav Hai
Gaon, cited in Teshuvos Maharam Alashkar §96 and Gra to Orach
Chaim 261:2; see also Beur Halachah there nypwn nornmm ),
“sunset’ is the event commonly referred to as sunset, i.e. the dis-
appearance of the ball of the sun from the sky. According to Rabbeinu
Tam, however (whose view is cited in Tosafos, Shabbos 35a *n "1 and
Pesachim 94a i 71 1), R’ Yehudah refers to a much later time
known as the “second sunset,” which is when light completely dis-
appears from the dome of the sky and is visible only as a reddish glow in

the west. For a fuller discussion of these opinions, see our lengthy note
to Shabbos 35b (note 6).]

19. L.e. at 022121 NXY, the appearance of the stars, as explained above.

20. [For a Kohen who is tamei to become tahor and eat terumah, he
must first immerse himself in a mikveh and then wait for nightfall.
Accordingly, his immersion must take place prior to bein hashemashos
— so that there is no doubt that night will fall after his immersion. (A
Kohen who immersed after sunset would have to wait until nightfall of
the next day before eating terumah. )]

21. According to R’ Yehudah, bein hashemashos extends the amount of
time it takes to walk half a mil before o211 nxY, the appearance of the
stars. Therefore, the immersion, which must take place before bein
hashemashos, occurs while it is still daytime, when it is certainly not yet
time for people to go to sleep. How then can one fulfill his obligation to
recite the evening Shema at that time? The Gemara below will present
R’ Meir’s response (Rashi).

[Rashi’s statement here (and in Niddah 53a mwnw 1a 1) that R’

Yehudah considers bein hashemashos to begin a half-mil walk before
the stars come out is problematic. The Gemara in Shabbos 34b explains
R’ Yehudah’s view to be the time it takes to walk either two-thirds or
three-quarters of a mil (Gilyon HaShas; see also Hagahos HaGra,
Hagahos R’ Betzalel Ronsburg and Mitzpeh Eisan).]
22. [The expression 20, to recline, is used as a synonym for sitting
down to eat because it was the practice in ancient times for people to eat
while reclining, as we still do at the Seder on Pesach night.] According
to some, R’ Achai refers to the time when most people sit down to eat
their weekday meal; according to others he refers to sitting down to the
Sabbath meal [which takes place somewhat earlier, as explained in note
9]. Whatever the explanation, this is the latest of all the times
mentioned (Rashi; Ritva; Meiri; cf. Maharsha’s emendation of Rashi).
23. For it seems improbable to say that there is yet another time before
the appearance of the stars that could be defined as the “time that
people lie down” [123w pat]. Thus, if the time of a poor person entering
to eat is earlier than the time a Kohen may resume eating terumah —
i.e. earlier than the appearance of the stars — we must assume that it
is equal to the other pre-nightfall time, namely, R’ Eliezer’s time of the
onset of the Sabbath [the beginning of bein hashemashos] (Tosafos,
cited by Rashba; cf. Tosafos 70 *x1 with Maharsha; Ritva).
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the later time? m3m ynw — Indeed, learn from this that the
time of the poor person is the later time.

The Gemara now returns to the challenge posed by R’ Yehudah
to R’ Meir in the Baraisa:
Tn 7y — The master said in the Baraisa:  r7im1 131 mbh R —
R’ YEHUDAH SAID TO [R’ MEIR]: How can you say that the time one
may begin reciting the evening Shema is equivalent to the time
that Kohanim immerse themselves, o i Tivan ouga xbm
0'9210 — WHEN KOHANIM must IMMERSE THEMSELVES WHILE IT IS
STILL DAY, when people do not yet go to sleep! How then can one
fulfill his obligation to recite the evening Shema at that time?

The Gemara asks:
qrxp 1275 7m0 Y aaxp sy — R’ Yehudah spoke well
(i.e. presented a valid objection) to R’ Meir. What then is R’
Meir’s view?

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS 2b*
The Gemara answers:

5 Ky 127 7380 1271 — This is what R’ Meir would say to [R’
Yehudah]: XX Xp 777 niwnwa 1axX XaXT 07320 m — Do
you think that I am referring to your understanding of bein
hashemashos??  Kymx Xp 01 1277 nivnwI 1ax Xy — [am
referring to bein hashemashos as explained by R’ Yose,
o1 131 KT — for R’ Yose said: 1w §imn miwnwia 12 — The
duration of bein hashemashos is like the blink of an eye; 1
X¥1 i vidy — this (the night) enters, and this (the day)
departs, My TinyY wox W) — and during this very short
period of transition, it is impossible to determine whether it is
day or night.? Therefore, according to R’ Yose the Kohanim
immerse themselves just a few moments before the stars come
out, when it is nearly dark. This is late enough to be considered a
time for going to sleep, and the evening Shema may therefore be
recited at that time, according to R’ Meir. 28!

NOTES

24. See above, note 21.

25. [This is a quote from the Baraisa in Shabbos 34b; see commentary
there.] According to R’ Yose, bein hashemashos occurs immediately
prior to o231 Ny, the appearance of the stars, and lasts for just one
second. [Prior to that is legally considered day, and the Kohanim may
therefore immerse themselves up until that time and still be fit to eat
terumah a few moments later when the stars come out.] R’ Meir shares
the view of R’ Yose. Thus, according to R’ Meir the Kohanim did not
have to immerse themselves until just a few moments before the
appearance of the stars, when it was already almost dark (Rashi).

26. Rashi. [Thus, according to R’ Meir, the Shema may be said at this

time even though it is technically still day.]

R’ Yehudah’s view of bein hashemashos, however, is that it begins a
longer time before the stars come out (see note 21), when there is still
more light. Thus, R’ Yehudah objected that if the Kohanim must
immerse themselves before bein hashemashos, that time cannot be
considered fit for going to sleep (Rashi above o3 X5m 7).

In summary: The Gemara has quoted three Baraisos containing a
number of different Tannaic views concerning the earliest time for
reciting the evening Shema. The Gemara attempted to establish that
two of these — the time a poor person enters to eat and the time a
Kohen who was tamei may eat terumah again — are actually the same
time, but eventually proved that they are not and that the poor enter to
eat their meal after the time that Kohanim may resume eating terumah
(i.e. after the appearance of the stars). We will now summarize the
various opinions in chronological order, beginning with the earliest.
(This summary is taken largely from Meiri.)

A. R’ Eliezer — from the time the Sabbath is sanctified, i.e. sunset (see
note 18 above; see also the note at the end of this summary).

B. R’ Meir — from the time Kohanim who are tamei immerse
themselves, just a few moments prior to 013127 nXY, the appearance
of the stars (see previous note).

C. R’ Yehoshua — from the time Kohanim who were tamei are
permitted to begin eating terumah again, i.e. at 0112137 nxYy, the
appearance of the stars.

D. R’ Chanina — from the time a poor person enters to eat his daily
evening meal of bread and salt, which is sometime after the
appearance of the stars.

E. R’ Meir of the second Baraisa — from the time people enter to eat
their meal on the Sabbath eve. [There is a question whether this is
a later time than the previous one. The Gemara initially assumed
that this time is the same as the time a poor person enters to eat his
daily meal (previous listing). The Gemara rejected this assumption
in order to defend the view that the time of a poor person is the same
as the time of a Kohen. Since the Gemara has now concluded that
this view is incorrect, Rashba and Meiri maintain that the Gemara
returns to its previous assumption that the time ordinary people
enter to eat on Friday night is the same as the time that poor people
enter to eat during the week. Thus, listings D and E refer to the
same time. However, according to Rashi’s second explanation of R’
Achai’s view, the Friday night time is actually later than the poor
man’s weekday time, and indeed the latest of all the times. (See
further in our note at the end of the summary.)]

F. R’ Achai, and some say R’ Acha — from the time people enter to eat
their evening meal during the week (see note 22 above), which is
even later than the time of a poor person, and the latest time of all.
[This follows Rashi’s first explanation of R’ Achai’s opinion, which
is the view held by most Rishonim (Rashba, Ritva, Meiri). Rashi
also cites a second explanation according to which R’ Achai speaks of
the time when people enter to eat on Friday night (see previous
listing).]

Note: In explaining the time of the Sabbath meal as being after the
stars come out, we have followed Meiri, whose view is shared by Rashi
(see 3a mIx 1 xwp 177) and Rav Hai Gaon (cited in Rashba).
However, Tosafos on 2a ("nnxn 1) cite the view of Ri that the Sabbath
eve time is actually the earliest of all the views, occurring even before
sunset. Tosafos there also cite the view of Rabbeinu Tam who says that
according to R’ Yehudah who states on 26a that one may pray Minchah
only until the plag haminchah, one may begin reciting the Shema
immediately after the plag haminchah — an hour and a quarter before
sunset.
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the morning ones, in accordance with the Creation verse that teaches that night comes before day!®

Since the Creation verse teaches a general rule, the Gemara asks that it should apply regarding the
blessings of Shema also. Since the Shema verse is specific to the Shema itself, the Gemara does not ask
that it should apply regarding the blessings of Shema.

= Summary =

The Gemara suggests two explanations for why our Mishnah discusses the evening Shema
before the morning Shema: (a) because the Shema verse mentions the evening Shema
(720592, when you lie down) before the morning one (1992, and when you arise.); (b) because
in Creation, the Torah mentions the night before the day. The Gemara asks that according to
the second explanation, the Mishnah below (11a) should also have discussed the blessings of
the evening Shema before the blessings of the morning Shema. Yet, that Mishnah discusses the
blessings of the morning Shema first!

Tosafos explains why this question is difficult only according to the Gemara’s second explana-
tion (the Creation verse), but not according to its first explanation (the Shema verse). The Shema
verse is specifically discussing the Shema itself, but is not discussing the blessings of Shema.
Accordingly, the fact that this verse mentions the evening Shema before the morning one is not
any reason for the later Mishnah to mention the evening blessings before the morning blessings.

The Creation verse, on the other hand, is simply teaching that night comes before day, which
the Mishnah sees as a reason to mention the evening Shema before the morning one. This is a
general rule, which applies to the blessings of Shema no less than to the Shema itself. Therefore,
the Gemara asks that if the Creation verse is the reason our Mishnah mentions the evening
Shema before the morning one, then the Mishnah below, which discusses the blessings of
Shema, should do the same.

=T arT=

0 7131195 0MAY 7721 — In the morning, ONE SAYS TWO BLESSINGS BEFORE [SHEMA] and one blessing
after Shema, and in the evening, one says two blessings before Shema and two blessings after Shema.!V

= Introduction=

«§ The Morning and Evening Shema Obligations: See Introduction to
Tosafos above, ynmonn n7.
=5 YV NNOIP M3, The Blessings of the Shema: The Sages composed
several blessings to be said before and after reciting the Shema;
three blessings with the morning Shema, and four with the evening
Shema, for a total of seven blessings. The morning Shema has two
blessings before it (Yotzer Or and Ahavah Rabbah) and one bless-
ing after it (Emes VeYatziv); the evening Shema has two blessings be-
fore it (HaMaariv Aravim and Ahavas Olam) and two blessings after it

3. According to the second reason the Gemara gives, the
Tanna of our Mishnah discussed the evening Shema ob-
ligation before the morning obligation because the night
comes before the day in the daily cycle. In this approach,
the Mishnah’s order is not specific to Shema, but is in-
dicative of a general rule. Accordingly, the Gemara asks,

the rule should apply also to the Mishnah’s mention of
the blessings of Shema. Since night comes before day,
the Mishnah should first have mentioned the evening
blessings, and only then the morning ones.

1. These words are from a Mishnah below (11a), which
the Gemara cites as part of its discussion.
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(Emes VeEmunah and Hashkiveinu). See Mishnah 11a.

2§ The Verses of Baruch Hashem L’Olam and the Blessing of Yir’u Eineinu: Outside Eretz Yisrael, it is
customary to add a series of Scriptural verses, followed by a blessing, to the Maariv prayer. This
addition comes after the blessing of Hashkiveinu. The selection of verses begins with the verse
o212 'n 713, Baruch Hashem L'Olam (“Blessed is Hashem forever” — Tehillim 89:53). The verses
are followed by the blessing of Yir'u Eineinu (“May our eyes see [Hashem’s return to Tziyon]).

«=§ The Objective of Tosafos is (a) to explain why the Rabbis instituted specifically seven blessings
to be said with Shema, and (b) to explain why the Mishnah does not include Yir’u Eineinu in its
list of blessings that are said with Shema.

The Mishnah states below (11a) that there are a total of seven blessings that are said with Shema,
three with the morning Shema and four with the evening Shema. Yerushalmi explains the significance
of the number seven:?

55 oiva yaw” 7313 117 N2 yaw — These seven blessings correspond to the seven praises to God
that David HaMelech would say each day, as he himself wrote in Tehillim (119:164): Seven times a day
I have praised You for Your righteous commandments (Yerushalmi 1:5).

There is actually an eighth blessing that is said along with Shema; namely, the blessing of Yir'u

Eineinu,which is said after the evening Shema, following the blessing of Hashkiveinu (see Introduction).
Why does the Mishnah on 11a list only seven blessings, and omit the blessing of Yir'u Eineinu? Tosafos
explains:
WPY AN W Kp N‘;] — [The Mishnah] does not count the blessing of Yir'u Eineinu (“May our
eyes see”) among the blessings that are said with Shema,  ©mm2an5 pranab ™13 1321 1pR 7272 XTI
noian n22 — because the Rabbis instituted that blessing only to prolong the Maariv prayer so
that [those who attend] will wait in the synagogue for their friends who came late to finish their
prayers.” Since this blessing was instituted for an entirely different reason than the other seven bless-
ings, the Mishnah does not count it as one of the blessings of Shema.?

Tosafos explained that the Rabbis instituted an extra blessing so that latecomers would not be left

2. Our Gemara cites the Mishnah on 11a only inci-
dentally, as part of a different discussion. Seemingly,
then, the proper place to address the significance of
the seven blessings would be on 11a, where they are
taught. See Tzlach for an explanation of why Tosafos
chooses to address this matter here.

3. See Yerushalmi ibid. for yet another explanation of
why the Sages established seven blessings.

4. In former times, synagogues were commonly located
outside the city, where it was not safe to be left alone,
because of the danger of demons (see below). [Demons
endanger a person who is alone, but not someone
who is accompanied by one or more other people;
see below, 3b and 43b.] If someone would come late
to the synagogue, he would be behind in his prayers,
and would be forced to remain alone when the other
congregants would finish praying and leave. To en-
sure that no latecomer would be left alone in the
synagogue, the Rabbis prolonged the Maariv ser-
vice by establishing the Yir'u Eineinu blessing. The

congregation would say the verses of Baruch Hashem
L'Olam and the blessing of Yir'u Eineinu. A latecomer,
though, would skip these recitations, giving him time
to catch up with the congregation, so he could leave
the synagogue with everyone else, and would not be
forced to walk home alone (see also Tosafos below, 4b-2,
0K ).

5. From the fact that Tosafos must explain why the
Mishnah does not list the blessing of Yiru Eineinu
as one of the Shema Dblessings, it is clear that in
Tosafos’ opinion, this blessing dates from the time of
the Mishnah. However, most authorities say that the
blessing of Yir'u Eineinu was composed much later
than that, in the time of the Amoraim (see Maadanei
Yom Tov §300 to Rosh 1:5; see also Tosajfos, Megillah
23a 1™ 1), or perhaps even later (Meiri 4b; see Rosh,
Megillah 3:5 with Korban Nesanel §3). According to
these views, the reason the Mishnah on 11a does not
list Yir'u Eineinu among the blessings of Shema is
simple — because it had not yet been instituted!
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TOSAFOS

alone in the synagogue after the other congregants finished their prayers. This is related to a law that
states that if two people entered the synagogue together, one may not leave before the other one has
finished praying (below, 5b). Rather, the one who finished first must remain there until the other person
has completed his prayer."® Tosafos comments that nowadays, this obligation does not apply:

onPw npaan naa Xprn — The obligation to wait for a person to finish praying applied only to the
synagogues of [previous generations], Dpaa DU oM T3 DY Y — which were
located in the field, so that [those left alone] were in danger from demons.”  n¥oa3 "33 Hax
15w — However, in our synagogues, which are located in the city,  Xpx nmmanb pranab pomy Px
n"%3 — [people] are not required to wait for their fellows to finish praying, except at night, when
it is dangerous to be left alone in the synagogue even in the city.®

= Summary =

The Mishnah on 11a lists seven blessings that the Rabbis instituted to be said along with Shema,
three in the morning, and four in the evening. Yerushalmi (1:5) explains that these seven blessings
parallel the seven praises with which David HaMelech praised Hashem daily.

Tosafos explains that the Mishnah does not include the blessing of Yir'u Eineinu in its list of
blessings that are said with Shema, because the blessing of Yir'u Eineinu was established for a
different reason altogether; namely, to prolong the Maariv service to enable latecomers to catch
up with the congregation, so that the latecomers would not be left alone in the synagogue when
the rest of the congregation finished praying.

Tosafos explains that the concern of being left alone in the synagogue applied only to the
synagogues of earlier times, which were generally located in unpopulated areas outside the
city. Nowadays, when synagogues are usually located in the city, there is no need to wait for late-

comers to finish praying Maariv, unless the prayer is being held at night.

6. However, if the other person is prolonging his prayer
with various requests and supplications, one is not ob-
ligated to stay (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 90:15).

7.Demons are generally found in empty fields and other
deserted places (see Yerushalmi Yevamos 16:6). They
endanger a person who is alone, but not someone who
is with one or more companions (see below, 3b and 43b).
8. As discussed in Tosafos above ("nnxn i177), it was the
practice to pray Maariv in the late afternoon. Since it

is then still day, an individual left alone in a synagogue
in the city would not be in any danger, and therefore,
a person would not need to wait for his fellow to finish
praying. If, however, Maariv is prayed after nightfall,
then it would be necessary to wait even in the city,
because one who is alone at night is endangered by
demons even in the city (Meromei Sadeh; see Bava
Kamma 60b, with Rashi 2w 31 r1; Shulchan Aruch,
Orach Chaim 90:15).
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