
VAYISHLACH: Yaakov sends Malachim to 
Esav as he approaches with 400 men • Yaakov 
prepares for his confrontation with Esav with 
prayer, gifts, and armament • Yaakov, alone on 
one side of the Yabok River, battles and defeats 
the ministering angel of Esav • Yaakov is given 
the name Yisrael • Yaakov encounters Esav 
and they part in peace • Dinah ventures out 
and is assaulted by Shechem • The Shevatim 
furiously plot revenge • Shechem and his 
people agree to be circumcised • Shimon and 
Levi annihilate the city of Shechem and all its 

VAYISHLACH:  154 Pesukim • 1 Prohibition
We may not eat the Gid Hanasheh (the sciatic nerve) 
of a kosher animal. Yaakov was saved from the Malach 
of Esav escaping with merely a wound to his hip. This 
Mitzvah reminds us that despite the persecution by 
Esav’s descendants throughout the Galus, our nation 
will ultimately be spared and redeemed. (Chinuch)

“Vayehi Li Shor Va’chamor”, “And I acquired an ox and 
a donkey” (Bereishis 32:6)
 
Rashi explains that it is “Derech Eretz” to reference 
many oxen in a singular form. Rav Moshe Feinstein 
z”l explains that when a person references his own 
possessions, it is proper to be modest and not 
needlessly boast about them. Thus, Yaakov modestly 
used the singular form “ox,” although he had many 
oxen.

We find as well that Esav proclaims to Yaakov “Yesh 
Li Rav,” “I have an abundance,” and Yaakov replies to 
Esav, “Yesh Li Kol,” “I have everything.” An “abundance” 
is measured relative to what is common in society. 
Esav looked to the world around him to measure his 
success and was only content when he exceeded 
societal standards. Yaakov, however, confidently 
proclaimed “I have everything,” as he was satisfied that 
all his needs were met. Yaakov saw no need to boast 
about his abundance, as he attached little importance 
to the status associated with material success and 
instead focused on everything he was given.

This concept can be illustrated by a true incident 
which occurred in a ballroom in the United Kingdom. 
In attendance at the event were many of the UK’s 
dignitaries, including the Queen of England herself. 
Suddenly, a commotion erupted, as Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher entered the hall. The reason? She 
was wearing a dress identical to the Queen’s! The very 
next day, the Prime Minister’s office sent a letter to the 
Queen expressing her apologies over the incident. 

Chanukah begins this Thursday Evening, 
December 10th.

The fast of Asarah b’Teves is on Friday, 
December 25th. This is the only fast day 
observed on Erev Shabbos.

This Motzaei Shabbos (December 5th) at 
Maariv, we begin saying V’sain Tal U’matar in 
Bareich Aleinu. If one forgets V’sain Tal U’matar, 
he can make it up by saying it in Shema Koleinu. 
However, once past Shema Koleinu, one must 
go back to Bareich Aleinu. If one has already 
finished Shemoneh Esrei, he must repeat the 
Tefillah. If one is unsure what he said, until 30 
days have passed, we assume  that he did not 
say V’sain Tal U’matar. However, one who says 
90 times (ideally 101 times) “V’es Kol...V’sein 
Tal U’matar” may thereafter be halachically 
presumed to have said it properly and thus will 
need not repeat if unsure.
 
Tachanun is not recited by Mincha on Erev 
Chanukah (Thursday, Dec. 10th). It is also 
omitted throughout the days of Chanukah.

Daf Yomi: Erev Shabbos is Pesachim 13
 
Make sure to call your parents, in-laws, 
grandparents and Rebbi to wish them a good 
Shabbos. If you didn’t speak to your kids today, 
make sure to do the same!

Who Should Light? 
Both men and women are obligated in this 
Mitzvah. There is a Mitzvah of Chinuch for 
a minor son as well. While only the head of 
household is obligated, the Minhag is to be 
zealous and have all male household members 
light independently. A woman fulfills her 
obligation via her husband or with the in-home 
lighting of an adult male household member, 
even if she is away from home. Ideally, one 
should wait for his wife to return home before 
lighting, even if he will miss the preferred 
Z’man. If a husband is away for the night, he 
may technically fulfill his obligation with his 
wife’s lighting back at home (if he is in a similar 
time zone). However it is best that he himself 
light in his location and have in mind not to 
be yotze through his household. The wife in 
turn should light at home, having in mind as 
well not to be Yotze with his distant lighting. 
The Menorah must be lit at one’s residence. 
A newly arrived guest who will be staying 
overnight can light upon arrival even though 
he only recently took up residence. One who 
will depart his home after the Z’man Hadlakah 
may still light at home and then depart (even 
immediately). A guest who has established a 
temporary residence may light at his host prior 
to departing (but should remain there for a half 
hour). Or, he may choose to wait to light at 
home if he will arrive at the proper time. One 
who is being hosted and is sleeping and eating 
in different places should light at whichever of 
the two are considered primary.

The response from the Queen’s secretary 
was curt and quick in coming; “The Queen of 
England does not notice what other people 
are wearing.” Similarly, when we are aware 
of our own inherent importance and dignity, 
we are not threatened by the successes and 
achievements of others.

male inhabitants • Yaakov builds an altar in Beth El 
• Rachel passes away during the birth of Binyamin • 
Reuven moves Yaakov’s bed to Leah’s tent • Yitzchak 
passes away at 180 years of age, and is buried by 
Yaakov and Esav • The descendants of Esav and the 
kingdoms of Edom
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