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forפסח

Acharon Shel Pesach

Shevi’i Shel Pesach falls on Shabbos. 
The Berachah on Hadlakas Neiros is  
L’hadlik Ner Shel Shabbos V’shel Yom 
Tov • Shehecheyanu is not recited on 
the second days of Yom Tov, either 
by candle-lighting or by Kiddush • An 
abridged version of Kabbalas Shabbos 
is recited on Friday night • The additions 
for Shabbos are added in Shemoneh 
Esrei • During Shacharis Shir Hashirim is 
leined • The Yud Gimmel Middos are not 
said, and Kah Keili is also omitted

Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Iyar is this 
coming Shabbos, Parashas Shemini.

Pesach Sheini is on Monday, April 26th.

Lag Ba’omer is on Friday, April 30th.

Shavuos is on Monday and Tuesday, May 
17th and 18th.

No preparations or candle lighting 
may be performed until after nightfall 
(Tzeis Hakochavim) and reciting 
Baruch Hamavdil Bein Kodesh 
Lakodesh. Vatodieiniu is added at 
Maariv • Kiddush includes Havdalah. 
Some use a double-wicked Yakneha”z 
candle, while others have two separate 
candles on the table. Some maintain 
that holding the candles together is 
problematic, especially if the wicks 
touch one another; consult your Rav. 
Many do not require a double candle 
for Borei M’orei Ha’aish. There are no 
Besamim.

Yizkor is recited on the last day of 
Yom Tov. The Rama writes that one 
should pledge money to Tzedakah on 
behalf of the deceased, as this creates 
a tremendous Aliyas Neshama • The 
custom varies regarding the lighting 
of Yizkor candles. Many choose to light 
a 48-hour candle on Erev Yom Tov/
Shabbos to avoid lighting one on Yom 
Tov.

Isru Chag

For those observing the mourning laws over 
the first half of sefirah, the full observance 
takes effect beginning on Motzaei Yom Tov. 
This includes the prohibition of haircuts, 
shaving, making weddings, music and 
dancing. One may attend a wedding.

Shvi’i Shel Pesach

Daf Yomi: Erev Shabbos/Shevii shel Pesach 
is Shekalim 12.

Make sure to call your parents, in laws, 
grandparents and Rebbi to wish them a 
good Yom Tov. If you didn’t speak to your 
kids today, make sure to do the same!

Reminders

“Zeh keili v’anveyhu, Elokei avi 
va’aromimenu”

“This is our G-d and I will beautify Him; the 
G-d of my father and I will exalt him”
(Shiras Hayam)

The Midrash in Shir Hashirim relates that 
the Bnei Yisroel pointed with their fingers 

and said “This is our G-d.” The 
Belzer Rebbe, Rav Ahrele Belzer 
zt”l, explains that the miracles by 
the Yam Suf were so powerful and 
vivid that Hashem’s existence was 
readily apparent to any spectator, 
and Hashem’s presence could be 
“pointed at with a finger.” Yet the 
verse’s conclusion, “the G-d of 
my father and I shall exalt him,” 
implies that it is on the basis 
of tradition that one bends his 
will to G-d. Weren’t these open 
revelations sufficient to foster 
Emunah?

Although miracles foster belief 
in Hashem, the foundation of 
our belief is our heritage of 
“Elokei Avi.” Our fathers related 
to us that there is a G-d, our G-d, 
Who creates and sustains the 
world, and we must serve Him. 
Rav Yonasan Eibshitz zt”l would 
say that those who survived the 
travails of the Spanish Inquisition 
spiritually were not necessarily 
those on the highest spiritual 
levels. Rather, they were the ones 
who had a deep and unrelenting 
faith which gave them the 
strength to hold on to the truth. 
Ultimately, it is the trust in our 
mesorah, which is reinforced by 
the miracles, that strengthens 
our commitment to Hashem and 
helps us persevere.
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