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For the Shabbos Table

Parshah in a Paragraph

Taryag Weekly

my father, R’ Meir Zlotowitz zt’l, made sure 
his family was up to date on

from the mundane, to the profound, 
to the ‘thanks for reminding me!’

Parashas Behar-Bechukosai • May 7th • 25 Iyar 5781 • 40 Ba’omer

Next on the Calendar

Shavuos is on Monday and Tuesday, May 17th 
and 18th.

In most congregations, the gabbai does not 
call anyone up for the Aliya of the Tochacha in 
Parashas Bechukosai. Rather, the Baal Koreh 
simply takes the Aliya unannounced and reads 
it in a lower key (while ensuring that he can still 
be heard).

Tachanun is omitted beginning this Wednesday, 
Rosh Chodesh Sivan through Isru Chag Shavuos. 
Some omit Tachanun through the 12th of Sivan 
(Sunday, May 23rd). The Yehi Ratzons recited 
after Krias Hatorah are omitted as well.

Pirkei Avos: Chapter 5

Daf Yomi: Erev Shabbos is Yoma 26

Make sure to call your parents, in-laws, 
grandparents and Rebbi to wish them a good 
Shabbos. If you didn’t speak to your kids today, 
make sure to do the same!

BEHAR: The laws of Shemittah and Yovel • Selling 
and redeeming ancestral properties and homes • 
Helping impoverished Jews • The Jew who is sold 
as a slave • We are slaves of Hashem who took us 
out of Mitzrayim

BECHUKOSAI: Reward for following the Torah 
• The Tochachah, prophecy of destruction • The 
laws of Arachin and Hekdesh

Chazak Chazak V’nischazeik! Next week we begin 
Sefer Bamidbar.

See Taryag Section for a complete review.

This week is Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Sivan. 
Rosh Chodesh is on Wednesday, May 12th. The 
Molad is Tuesday night at 8:31pm and 7 chalakim. 

Av Harachamim is recited in most communities 
as we are in the midst of the Sefirah mourning 
period.

BEHAR • 57 pesukim • 7 Obligations • 17 
Prohibitions

1-4) Do not work the field or trees during 
Shemittah, or harvest aftergrowth or fruits during 
Shemittah. 5) Sanhedrin should count years of 
Yovel and Shemittah. 6) Blow Shofar on Yom 
Kippur of the Yovel year. 7) Beis Din shall sanctify 
the Yovel year. 8-10) Do not work the field or trees 
during Yovel, or harvest aftergrowth or fruits 
during Yovel. 11) Utilize the halachic modes of 
acquisition. 12) Do not overcharge or defraud. 13) 
Do not harass or embarrass another. 14) Do not 
sell land in Eretz Yisrael perpetually. 15) Return all 
lands to their original owners at Yovel. 16) A seller 
in a walled city should have redemption. 17) Do 
not alter the usage of properties of the Levi’im. 
18) Do not lend with interest. 19-21) Do not employ 
or sell a Jewish slave in a degrading manner, but 
rather as a regular employee. 22) Retain your 
gentile slave. 23) Prevent a Jewish slave from 
mistreatment by a gentile overlord. 24) Do not 
prostrate on an earthen floor.

BECHUKOSAI • 78 Pesukim • 7 Obligations • 5 
Prohibitions

Fulfill monetary vows of Arachin. 2) Do not 
transfer Kedusha between animals (Temurah). 3) 
Accord Kedusha to a Temurah. 4) Redeem unfit 
Korbanos. 5) Redeem consecrated property 
with the Kohen’s appraisal, and add a fifth. 6) 
Redeem fields at the prescribed amounts. 7) Do 
not redesignate a Korban. 8-10) Give Cherem 
consecrated items to the Kohen; do not sell or 
redeem them. 11) Separate Maaser Behaimah.

Last week we read the Mishnah (Avos 4:19) 
which states: “We do not have the ability to 
grasp neither the suffering of the righteous nor 
the comfort of the wicked”. The Midrash brings 
that when Moshe asked Hashem about this 
anomaly, Hashem responded by showing Moshe 
an instance of a soldier resting by the riverside. 
The soldier awakens and sets off, mistakenly 
leaving behind a pouch of gold coins. A child 
then comes by and takes the pouch, thrilled 
with his great find. Shortly thereafter another 
man comes by and lays down for a rest. At this 
point the soldier realizing his pouch is missing 
returns to the riverbank and immediately 
suspects the sleeping man of stealing his pouch. 
He demands the money from the innocent man 
who denies finding anything. In his rage he beats 

the man and takes his life, yet fails to find his 
pouch. Moshe Rabbeinu wonders how this can 
be; an innocent man got killed, the soldier lost 
his money and some child ran off with riches?! 
Hashem then shows Moshe an event from earlier: 
A thief attacks and kills a fellow man and steals his 
money; all the while a soldier stands by and does 
nothing to protect a fellow human being. The 
thief drops the money in his hurry to flee and the 
soldier then takes the stolen money for himself. 
Hashem explains to Moshe, the man killed by the 
soldier was in fact the thief and murderer, and 
no innocent man at all. The child was the child 
of the person robbed and killed by this murderer, 
and thus the monies were actually deserving to 
be returned and inherited to this child. Moshe 
responds “Tzaddik Hashem B’chol Darachav” “all 
the ways of Hashem are just.”

The human mind constantly struggles to 
understand events and occurrences. Rav Chaim 
Kanievski shlit”a responded to the Meron tragedy 
by saying that we do not understand Hashem’s 
ways. This is not a lack of understanding, but 
rather an understanding in and of itself. We must 
recognize that there is a grand scheme to which 
we are not privy to. The only true response is 
by responding with the pure faith that the One 
Above has a plan and that He has messaged each 
one of us to improve in our ways.


