
CHAYEI SARA: Sarah passes away 
• Avraham acquires the Me’aras 
Hamachpeilah from Efron, buries Sarah 
there • Avraham sends Eliezer to take a 
wife for Yitzchak • Eliezer prays to find 
a girl who excels in kindliness • Rivkah, 
daughter of Besuel, offers Eliezer and his 
camels water to drink • Eliezer gives her 
gifts of jewelry • Rivkah’s brother Lavan 
hears of the gifts and enthusiastically 
invites Eliezer to stay with them • Eliezer 
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Halachos For Chanukah

my father, R’ Meir Zlotowitz zt’l, made sure 
his family was up to date on

from the mundane, to the profound, 
to the ‘thanks for reminding me!’

Parashas Chayei Sara 5782 • October 29th • 23 Cheshvan

“V’im Lo Soveh Ha’Ishah Laleches 
Acharecha V’Nikisa Mi’Sh’vuasi Zos”
“And if the woman will not wish to follow 
you, you shall then be absolved of this 
oath” (Bereishis 24:8)
 
Avraham Avinu instructed Eliezer to avoid 
seeking a wife for Yitzchak from the 
daughters of Canaan (or Lot) due to the 
inherent negative character traits of these 
families. However, Avraham was also 
adamant that Yitzchak not be brought to 
live with her family; rather, the wife must 
be brought to live with Yitzchak’s family. 
In the event that she would not agree, 
then he could take even a Canaanite girl, 
against his original instruction. What was 
the importance of the prospective bride, 
Rivkah, leaving home to make a home 
with Yitzchak in Eretz Yisrael? 
 
Rav Moshe Feinstein z”l answers that 
Avraham recognized that although it 
would be possible to find a righteous 

CHAYEI SARA: 105 Pesukim • No Mitzvos 
listed

We will move the clock 1 hour back next 
week on Motzaei Shabbos Parashas 
Toldos, November 7th.
 
Chanukah begins on Sunday Night, 
November 28th.

The first opportunity for Kiddush Levana 
(USA) is Sunday night, November 7th. 
The final opportunity is Thursday night, 
November 18th.
 
Daf Yomi: Erev Shabbos is Rosh Hashanah 
20.

Make sure to call your parents, in-laws, 
grandparents and Rebbi to wish them a 
good Shabbos. If you didn’t speak to your 
kids today, make sure to do the same!

This week is Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh 
Kislev. Rosh Chodesh Kislev is on Friday, 
November 5th. The Molad is Friday early 
morning at 12:55 AM and 13 Chalakim.

relates the day’s events to Rivkah’s family 
and requests her hand in marriage for 
Yitzchak • Lavan attempts to delay the 
marriage, but Rivkah chooses to leave 
immediately • The blessings of Sarah’s 
tent return upon Rivkah’s arrival • Avraham 
marries Keturah and bears six sons, they 
are sent away • Avraham passes away 
at the age of 175, Yitzchak and Yishmael 
bury him in the Me’aras Hamachpeilah • 
Yishmael’s children • Yishmael dies at the 
age of 137

wife from within the families of Besuel, 
the only way she would be able to 
strive and grow to become one of the 
matriarchs of Klal Yisrael would be 
through leaving her surroundings and its 
negative influences. No matter how great 
she and her husband Yitzchak are, as 
long as she remained in a poor spiritual 
environment, the couple would never be 
able to reach their requisite greatness. 
No matter how strong the structure or 
the roots, poor surroundings will hinder 
any development. Only by distancing 
and disconnecting oneself can one strive 
unhindered.

As we are 30 Yom Kodem La’Chag, we 
begin enumerating select Halachos for 
Chanukah
 
THE MENORAH: WHERE TO LIGHT

Common practice is to light indoors by 
a window which faces the street and is 
not higher than 20 Amos (30’-40’ ft) 
from street level. However, the primary 
Pirsumei Nisa (publicizing of the miracle) 
is to one’s household members. Thus, 
lighting by a window located in an “out-
of-the-way” place in the home is not 
ideal. If the Menorah is not being lit by a 
window, it should preferably be placed by 
a doorway within the home opposite the 
Mezuzah. Once lit, a Menorah should not 
be moved more than a minimal amount.

A Menorah is lit in Shul before Maariv 
(with Berachos) and Shacharis (without 
berachos). The Menorah is positioned in 
the south of the Shul, the person lighting 
faces north and lights from left to right.


