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my father, R’ Meir Zlotowitz zt’l, made sure 
his family was up to date on

from the mundane, to the profound, 
to the ‘thanks for reminding me!’

Parashas Eikev 5781 • July 30th • 21 Av

“V’asafta D’ganecha” And you shall gather 
your produce (Devarim 11:14)

EIKEV: If you follow Hashem’s commandments 
He will love you and bless you • Do not be afraid 
of the nations • The nations of Canaan will be 
uprooted little by little, to save you from the 
peril of wild animals • Do not be allured by idols, 
destroy them completely •  Remember these forty 
years • Remember the Mann - and that it is not 
food that sustains man but the word of Hashem 
• The chastisements of Hashem are those of a 
loving father • Hashem is bringing you to a good 
land especially blessed with seven species • 
Birchas Hamazon • Don’t forget Hashem when 
you prosper, recognize that everything is from 
Hashem • If you follow the idols, Hashem will 
utterly destroy you • The great nations will be 

Parshah in a Paragraph

EIKEV: 111 Pesukim • 2 Obligations • 6 
Prohibitions
 
1) Do not derive benefit from adornments 
of Avodah Zarah. 2) Do not derive benefit 
from Avodah Zarah or its accompaniments. 
3) Say Birchas Hamazon. 4) Love the Ger. 
5) Fear God. 6) Serve God through Tefillah 
and praise. 7) Attach yourself to Torah 
scholars and provide benefit to them. 8) 
When swearing, do so in Hashem’s name.

Mitzva Highlight: Through Davening 
we instill in ourselves recognition of 
Hashem’s existence and His benevolence 
in providing for us. This recognition in 
and of itself brings about blessing (Sefer 
HaChinuch).

Yom Kippur Katan for Chodesh Elul is this 
Thursday, August 5th. Many are particular 
to observe Yom Kippur Katan this month in 
particular, inaugurating a month of Teshuva.

Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Elul is next 
Shabbos, Parashas Re’eh.

Rosh Chodesh Elul is on Sunday and Monday, 
August 8th-9th.

Rosh Hashanah is on Monday night, September 6th.

The second Haftarah of the 7 Haftaros of consolation 
is leined.

Pirkei Avos: Chapter 4

Daf Yomi: Erev Shabbos is Succah 23

Make sure to call your parents, in-laws, grandparents 
and Rebbi to wish them a good Shabbos. If you 
didn’t speak to your kids today, make sure to do the 
same!

destroyed because of their wickedness, 
not your righteousness • Remember how 
you constantly provoked Hashem these 
past forty years, for example, at Taveira, 
Massah, Kivros HaTaavah and Kadeish 
Barnei’a • When I witnessed the idol 
worship of the Eigel, I shattered the Luchos 
• Only through intense prayer were you 
spared from Hashem’s wrath • The second 
Luchos • “Now Israel, what is it that God 
demands of you...” • Everything belongs to 
Hashem, yet He delights only in you, the 
offspring of the forefathers • Love and fear 
Hashem with all your hearts • All of you 
saw Hashem’s miracles with your own eyes 
• If you will listen to Hashem, the land will 
flourish; otherwise you will suffer (V’haya 
Im Shamoa) • If you will carefully heed the 
words of Hashem you will triumph! 

The Gemara in Brachos (35a) states 
that when Klal Yisroel is doing Retzono 
Shel Makom, the will of Hashem, then 
sustenance is provided through the 
toil of others. Otherwise one needs to 
toil on his own to earn his needs, as 
it says “V’asafta D’ganecha” and you 
shall gather your grains.

Now, this Pasuk of “V’asafta 
D’ganecha” is said in regards to one 
who abides by Hashem’s mitzvos, not 
to evildoers. Why does the Gemara 
state that this Pasuk is referring to 
one who ‘isn’t fulfilling Hashem’s 
Will’? 

Rav Elya Baruch Finkel ztz”l explains 
that it is evident from this Midrash 
that although one may indeed be 
fully compliant with Halachah and 
Mitzvah observance, nevertheless 
the level of ‘Retzono Shel Makom’ 
has not been attained. A child who 
brings the drink which his father 
requested has indeed fulfilled the 
request, yet a child who brings it in 
glass and serves it with the utmost 
respect has sought to accommodate 
his father’s needs with the utmost 
desire and pleasure. For one to merit 
having his sustenance provided with 
no effort he must serve Hashem as a 
loving child who seeks out his father’s 
unstated will and fulfills the spirit of 
the law to its maximum. From time 
to time, we are faced with practices 
which seem in line with Halachah and 
yet it doesn’t feel right to us or our 
Rabbanim. We must recognize the 
existence of ‘Retzono Shel Makom’ 
and take a hard look and consider if 
the matter at hand is in line with what 
our Father truly wants.


