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Parshah in a Paragraph

Taryag Weekly

my father, R’ Meir Zlotowitz zt’l, made sure 
his family was up to date on

from the mundane, to the profound, 
to the ‘thanks for reminding me!’

Parashas Ki Sisa • Parashas Parah • March 5th • 22 Adar 5781

Next on the Calendar

For the Shabbos Table

KI SISA: 139 Pesukim • 4 Commandments • 
5 Prohibitions

1) Machatzis Hashekel - A yearly contribution 
by each individual to the Beis Hamikdash 
treasury. 2) A Kohen must wash his hands 
and feet before avodah. 3) Produce oil for 
Shemen Hamishchah. 4) Do not anoint a 
non-kohen with Shemen Hamishchah. 5) 
Do not produce Shemen Hamishchah for 
private use. 6) Do not create Ketores for 
private use. 7) Do not consume foods used 
for avodah zarah. 8) Keep Shemitah. 9) Do 
not eat or derive benefit from milk and meat 
cooked together.
 
Mitzvah highlight: Through the Machatzis 
Hashekel contribution each and every 
member of Klal Yisroel has a portion in the 
Beis haMikdash sacrifices. Each individual 
is equal in their participation, as both the 
rich and poor give the fixed amount of a half 
shekel as all of Klal Yisroel is recognized by 
Hashem as a whole.

Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Nissan is 
next week, Shabbos Vayakhel-Pekudei.

The clock will be moved forward next 
week, Motzaei Shabbos, March 14th.

Pesach begins on Motzaei Shabbos, 
March 27th.

This Shabbos two Sifrei Torah are taken 
out, from the first we lein 7 Aliyos from 
Parashas Ki Sisa, and from the second, 
Parashas Parah (Bamidbar 19:1-22), which 
discusses the preparation and usage 
of the Parah Adumah. (Some maintain 
that this Kriah is a Mitzvah d’Oraisa.) 
Many congregations say yotzros during 
Shacharis. Av Harachamim is omitted.

Daf Yomi: Erev Shabbos is Pesachim 104
Make sure to call your parents, in-laws, 
grandparents and Rebbi to wish them a 
good Shabbos. If you didn’t speak to your 
kids today, make sure to do the same!

KI SISA: Bnei Yisrael are counted using 
the Machatzis Hashekel • The Kiyor • 
Formation of the Shemen Hamishchah • 
Formation of the Ketores • Betzalel and 
Oholiav are appointed to head the Mishkan 
construction • Mitzvah of Shabbos • [At 
the time of Mattan Torah many months 
earlier,] Moshe goes up the mountain, 
40 days later, Bnei Yisrael fear that 
Moshe will not return • The Chet HaEigel 
• Hashem states His intention to destroy 
His people • Moshe intercedes • Moshe 
descends from the mountain and, seeing 
the eigel celebration, shatters the Luchos 
• The Leviim execute three thousand 

“Vayar Es Ha’eigel Umecholos, Vayichar Af 
Moshe, Vayishlach Miyadav Es Haluchos, 
Vayishaber Osam”
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worshippers • Plague strikes Bnei Yisrael • An 
angel, not the Shechinah, will accompany 
Bnei Yisrael • Moshe sets up his tent outside 
the camp • Moshe successfully intercedes 
to have the Shechinah escort them • The 
second Luchos • The thirteen attributes of 
mercy • Bnei Yisrael should not learn from the 
nations • Observe the holidays • Aliyah l’Regel 
• Firstborn animals are to be brought as a 
korban • Shabbos • Basar b’Chalav • Moshe’s 
face shines from Shechinah, and he wears a 
veil to hide it.

And he saw the golden calf and the dancing, 
and Moshe became upset and threw the 
luchos from his hands and broke them 
(Shemos 32:19)

As the sin of the golden calf was egregious 
enough, what was the significance of Moshe 
witnessing the dancing accompanying the 
sin?

The Seforno writes that when Moshe 
witnessed the simcha which they had in 
doing the sin, Moshe understood that the 
sin would have a permanent and lasting 
impact. Rav Ahron David Willner shlit”a 
explains that while the sin alone would have 
been reversible, a sin performed joyfully 
causes it to penetrate and impact a person 
deeply. 

The same is true regarding a mitzvah; 
joyousness while performing the mitzvah 
infuses the mitzva into a person. The Arizal is 
quoted as saying that his loftiest levels were 
attained through performing mitzvos with 
great simcha (M.B. 669:11). As the marbim 
b’simcha of Chodesh Adar continues, great 
simcha shel mitzva should infuse the days’ 
mitzvos into our hearts.


